
 

 

 

 

September 2013 

The very active monsoon in 

late August and early Sep-

tember tapped into tropical 

moisture from several eastern 

Pacific hurricanes and tropical 

storms. The rainfall resulted 

in drought status improve-

ments, although southern Ari-

zona did not benefit as much 

as northern, western and cen-

tral Arizona.   

Around the state, all areas of 

extreme drought (D3), have 

improved to severe (D2), and 

many areas of severe drought have improved to abnormally dry. For the first time in a 

year there are areas with no drought at all, including northern Gila, central Coconino 

and most of Yuma County.   

Over the entire monsoon, central and northern Arizona came out near or above nor-

mal for precipitation, while the precipitation in southern Arizona was a bit more varia-

ble that the rest of the state. Hopefully the coming months will have near average 

precipitation so the improvements will not be short-lived. There is no clear guidance 

for precipitation over the next three months, though the winter is expected to be drier 

than average in Arizona. 
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